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Special Thanks to Our Sponsors

as of Feb. 27, 2024

____ EVENT SPONSORS

PLATINUM ____

____ DIAMOND  JUBILEE

PREMIUM ____

____

Gordon Ge�y

____ 

____ ____ 

____

Anna Logvinova, M.D. & James Edmund Datri 

Gary Jones and Christina Wenjie-Jones 

The original 29-member San Francisco Opera Boys Chorus photographed in its founding year of
1948. San Francisco Opera founder and conductor, Gaetano Merola, realized that he needed
trained young male singers and asked talented music educator Madi Bacon to found what is now,
75 years later, the Grammy Award winning San Francisco Boys Chorus.

____ 
BRONZE  ____  

  Kathryn McConnell
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_2024 Honoree _

Diane Marie O'Malley, Esq. 

Senior Partner, Hanson Bridget, LLP

Diane O’Malley is a senior partner 
in the Labor and Employment 
Section of Hanson Bridgett LLP 
San Francisco, specializing in 
representing employers mainly in 
the senior living and public transit 
industries.

She has Juris Doctorate from St. 
John's University School of Law, 
after receiving a Masters from 
State University of New York at 
Albany and a B.A. from Molloy 
College for Women. 

Diane is a Member of the Advisory Board for The Center for Labor and 
Employment Law, St. John's Univ. School of Law, the Bar Association of SF: 
Labor & Employment Section and the Globalaw Labour Business Initiative.

Annually, Diane writes articles and provides training and seminars regarding 
new legal developments in federal, state, and local laws. She is a frequently 
invited speaker at the California Assisted Living Association and LeadingAge 
California conferences.

She has generously contributed pro bono legal work programs to a number of 
worthy organizations including the San Francisco Boys Chorus. She is a 
former Hamilton Families board of director member, and a San Francisco 
service provider to homeless families. She and other firm attorneys continue 
to assist Hamilton Families with pro bono legal services. She also donates her 
time to the Swords to Plowshares’ Pro Bono Legal Services Program.  

The San Francisco Boys Chorus is very fortunate to have the invaluable 
support of Diane for the last two decades. She graciously helps to insure the 
values of the Chorus’ Mission and is standard bearer of integrity.



_2024 Alumnus Honoree_

George Gorbatenko, Ph.D.

Founder Gorby Coffee, Retired IBM Engineer and UMN Professor

San Francisco Boys Chorus 

charter alumnus George 

Gorbatenko is a retired IBM 

electrical engineer, former 

Professor at the University 

of Minnesota, and founder 

of Gorby Coffee. Gorby 

Coffee sells machines, 

engineered by Dr. 

Gorbatenko, that packages 

coffee in fully 

biodegradable pods, also 

known as single-serve K-

cups. 

Dr. Gorbatenko holds degrees from UC Berkeley, UCLA, and the University 

of Minnesota. Prior to his early retirement from IBM, he was involved with 

research and leading-edge product development. As an inventor, he received 

nearly two dozen patents and patent disclosures. 

An entrepreneur at heart, George was involved with several startups. Hooked 

on the single-serve concept, he felt there had to be a be�er way and set out to 

develop a system geared to the specialty coffee roaster for packaging 100% 

compostable pods at an affordable price. He was concerned that most K-cups 

are not biodegradable or recyclable. Billions are consumed every year. They all 

end up in landfills.

Read more about his current quest to provide an ecologically and 

economically affordable way to enjoy the convenience of single-serving 

beverages at www.gorbycoffee.com. 

The Chorus is very fortunate to count this great alumnus as friend, who 
believes in the value of being in the Chorus and its impact on a boys future. 
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https://www.gorbycoffee.com


This Evening’s Program 

6:00 p.m. Reception and Silent Auction

with   Kurt Ribak Trio

7:30 p.m. Dinner

Performances by the San Francisco Boys Chorus

Concert and Intermediate Choruses

Graduate Chorale

Ian Robertson, Artistic Director & Conductor

Todd Jolly, Intermediate Chorus Director

Harlan Hays, Graduate Chorale Director

Franz Zhao, Accompanist

8:30 p.m. Dessert and Live Auction8:30 p.m. Dessert and Live Auction

Auctioneers

       Chorus Alums:
              James Edmund Datri

Adam Go�stein

Alumnus Kurt Ribak, Bandleader, Bass

Mark Sowlakis, Saxophone and clarinet

Greg Sankovich, Keyboards
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Artistic Director
                        Ian Robertson

Artistic Advisory Board
Fred Cohen Joseph Jennings
Leah Croce�o Dr. Bruce Lamo�
James Edmund Datri Donald Osborne

Andrei Gorbatenko

Event & Auction Committee
Robert Howard and Gary Jones, Co Chairs

Roberta Bowman Lisa Semeraro

Beverly Coughlin Christine Weicher

Josefina Leong Larry Warner

Peter Libby, M.D.

Norman Wong Scholarship Advisors

Alan W. Buch  Donald E. Osborne

Board of Directors

Honorary Committee 

Vivian Tin - Parent Representative

Robert Howard

Gary Jones

Josefina Leong

Anna Logvinova, M.D.

Geoffrey Quinn, M.D.

Lisa Semeraro

Larry Warner

Christine Weicher

Alan Buch, Honorary Chair

Jonathan Couchman

Ethel C. Davies

John and Joan Lavorgna

Peter Libby, M.D.

Larry Maisel, Esq.

Don Osborne

Achille and Joan Paladini

Paul and Louise Renne

Event & Auction Committee
Robert Howard and Gary Jones, Co Chairs

Endowment Fund Chair
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Administrative Staff

Artistic Staff

Ian Robertson, Artistic Director Emeritus

Todd Jolly, Assistant Chorus Director, Intermediate Chorus Director, 

San Mateo Chorus Director, Bells Director

Harlan Hays, Graduate Chorale Director and Voice Instructor 

Dr. Edward Cetto, San Francisco Junior Chorus Director

Spiro Tsingaris, Marin Intermediate & Apprentice Chorus Director 

 Dr. Christian Emigh, East Bay Intermediate Chorus Director 

Franz Zhao, Theory Instructor and Accompanist

Barry Lloyd, Marin Junior Chorus Director and Accompanist 

Margaret Elam, Beginning Bells

Mark Denton Operations and Development

Roberta Bowman, Office Associate

Joshua Marrald  Program Assistant

Elizabeth Waterbury 1990

Interim Dr. Eugene Pierce 1990-1993 

Laura Kakis 1993-1996

Artistic Directors
Madi Bacon 1948-1972

  Ian Robertson 1996 -

Edwin Flath 1972-1974 

Dr. William Ballard 1974-1984 

Louis Mager 1984-1988 

Dr. Phillip Hahn 1988-1989 Eric Choate 2019-2022

Jason Park, Program Administrator

Adele Medel, Audition Assistant
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SFBC Auditions

www.sfbc.org/auditions
Open to boys age five and older

 

Sing with us all over the Bay Area and 
around the world! 

Next Audition: 
May 11, 2024

Auditions in San Francisco, East Bay, South Bay and 
Marin locations. 

Boys in K or Pre-K do not need to audition and will be 
accepted automatically into the Junior Chorus. 
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https://www.sfbc.org/auditions
https://www.sfbc.org/normanwong
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https://www.sfbc.org/tickets
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We Are Proud to Support the San Francisco Boys Chorus

Congratulations on an Amazing 75 Years!

Hunter.Marketing
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Concert Chorus

Owen Baird
Henry Benton-Aufterbeck 
Shane Brewer
Landon Chai
Roshan Chandran 
Aidan Chen
Kenneth Chen
Drake Cheng-Fitzpatrick 
William Dickie
William Ezell
Clarke Helland
Jaden Janah
Mathai Kurien
Andrew Lao
Kevin Liang
Henry Liu
Za Shwe Bhone Lu 
Solah Malik
Adrian Mann
Xavier Martinez
Edgar McConnell IV 
Diego Melgar
Niko Min
Theodore Raber
Jacob Rainow
Stephen Reid
Elias Soliman
Micah Soliman
Oliver Stolte

75th Anniversary Concert
Saturday, June 3, 2023, 7:00pm

Calvary Presbyterian Church

San Francisco

Come and celebrate with the Boys Chorus and 

enjoy traditional and world songs performed 

by our“choirs of angels” to mark this exciting 

milestone in SFBC history

Chorus Members

Wawo Takahashi
Rell Williams
Asher Yeung

Intermediate Chorus

Arish Arvind
Anthony Awunyo-
Akaba
Miles Baird
Andrew Brassfield
James Butterfoss
Otto Cheshire
Tristan Chow
Logan Cook
Sebastian Duenas
Francis Eberhard
Tristan Fisher
Félix Gallisá
Jaegeun Hayes
Nicholas Hogan
Oliver Jamil
Philip Judson
Theodore Kaegi
Duncan McDonald
Giovanni Mendoza
Dominic Moser
Jayden Ng
Edmund Paul

Gavin Peppers 
West Pinckaers 
Lee Reeves 
Nathan Secore 
Sei Takahashi 
Daylon Thomas 
Tally Thomas 
Laurence Threlfall 
Arnan Tin 
Matthew Vergara 
Andrew Woo 
Benjamin Yutronic-
-Ramirez
Yuchen Zhou

Graduate Chorale 
Aidan Baird 
Hovey Clark 
Ford Cocciolo 
Lucas Durrant 
Connor Herrmann 
Theodore Li
Ian Nguyen 
Harry O'Sullivan 
Roger Ou
Issei Robinson 
Séo Vernay-Kim 
Aden Williams 
Tyler Winslow



12 | 2024 Gala

Auction Donors
A.C.T.
Amici's East Coast Pizzeria
Balletto Vineyards
Barbara Anne Carey
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Beverly C Coughlin
Beverly Coughlin & Chuck Dow
Blue Door Beads
Book Passage
Bradford Renaissance Portraits
California Symphony
Capital Genealogy
Carina Baird
Celeste Ezell
Chad Cook
Charles M. Schultz Museum
Christopher Elbow Artisanal Chocolate
City Club of San Francisco
Cobb's Comedy Club
Contemporary Jewish Museum
Costanoa Lodge and Camp
Crogan's Montclair Restaurant and Bar
Crown Thai Massage
Damien Keller
Daniel Gallisa
Dashe Cellars
Eleonore Vega
Eric Schumacher
Erly
Ezulwini Game Lodges
Fima Gelman
Five Little Monkeys
Gloria Vela CMT
Golden Bug
Han Martial Arts
Harlan Hays
Harry Tin
Honig Vineyard and Winery
Ian & Eleanor Robertson
Janet Lee and Scott Dickie
Jay Bordeleau
Jay Kellet
Jean Seo
Jen (The Corner House Studio)
Jennifer Chavez

Joji Leong
Joshua Ets-Hokin
Kaihua Cheng
Kasa Restaurant
Katheryn Mc Connell
Kaur Fine Art Portraits
Kitson Wines
Legion of Honor and de Young Museum 
Linda Ghilotti
Liza Gino Clairmont
Lori Chan and Peter Green
Manila Eatery
Masha Archer Jewelry Design
Michael and Jennifer Reeves
Michael Merrill
Oakland Zoo
Oceanview Cafe
Oriental Trading Company
Plank
Prima Materia/ Pietro Buttitta 
Renaissance Rialto Inc.
Roberta Bowman
Ronald Ponce
Rong Pan and Shankar Chandran
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
San Francisco Opera
Scott's
SF2BAY
Soulful Photography
Standard 5&10 Ace
Stan's Hardware
The Book Tree
The Bull Valley Roadhouse
The St. Regis Hotel San Francisco
The Tech Museum of Innovation 
Tobin James Cellars
Tom Brodehl and Sabrina Satoyo 
Train Town Railroad
Tutor Corps
Torres Flowers
Urbano Cellars
USS Hornet Sea, A&S Museum
Walt Disney Family Museum
William Lindmeier
Yip Fitness LLC
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Gala Boosters

Credits and Acknowledgements
Kate Benton, Invitation and Gala Program Design 

Chorister and Graduate Chorale Volunteers 

SFBC Parent Event Volunteers

Torres Flowers, Flowers

Joseph Fanvu & Geoffrey Quinn, Photos

Sheppard Mullin, Auction Catalog Printing

Joji Leong, Flower Coordination

Gift Packaging, Micaela and Beth Cordova

Larry Warner, AV Slide Show

New Today Furniture

Gala Scholarship Donors

Celeste Ezell
Stacey Farrell

Carolyn McManigal
John and Alisa Oberschelp 

Paul and Louise Renne
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San Francisco Boys Chorus

333 Hayes Street, Suite 116, San Francisco, CA 94102 

Phone: 415.861.7464 Fax: 415.861.4706 

E-mail: contact@s�c.org Web: www.s�c.org

Since 1948

Save the Dates
March 2, 2024: Gala and Auction at the St. Regis 
Hotel

May 4, 2024: Family Concert and Workshop at
Trinity+St. Peter's

May 11, 2024: New Chorister Auditions

May 15, 2024: Benefit Drawing

May 18, 2024: Spring Concert at Calvary
Presbyterian Church, SF

Sept 5, 2024:  National Anthem at SF Giant's

Sept 25, 2024:  National Anthem at Oakland A's

June 28-July 2, 2024: Crescent City Choral Festival
in New Orleans

 Follow complete calendar at www.sfbc.org
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